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Golden State Foods Foundation

Volunteer’s Contribution
Can you imagine what our highways would look like without 

litter being picked up by the Adopt-a-Highway Volunteers, 

Department of Ecology Youth Crop Crews, and Adopt-a-

Highway sponsored groups (businesses who pay to have the 

litter picked up)? It would be awful! Litter is picked up by these 

three groups throughout the state and each of them makes a 

tremendous difference. After a section of highway has been 

cleaned, the Washington State Department of Transportation 

(WSDOT) maintenance crews pick up the bags and take them 

to the landfill. 

Adopt-a-Highway Safety
Safety is our #1 concern for anyone picking up litter. You need 

to think about what is going to keep you safe while picking up 

litter. You must wear a safety vest, and we encourage you to 

wear a hat, gloves, boots, appropriate clothing, sun block, ear 

plugs, etc. Other safety precautions are to work in pairs; face 

oncoming traffic when you can; be aware of uneven ground and 

especially drop-offs; watch footing and stay off rocky, steep or 

unstable areas and work only during day light hours. It is a good 

practice to have a first aid kit with you. Do not pick up hazardous 

materials, mark the location and notify your WSDOT coordinator.

Accurate information is a very important part of any program 

and the Adopt-a-Highway program is no different. Along with 

your agreement, each volunteer in your group must turn in 

a Participant Registration Form. This goes to the WSDOT 

coordinator to keep on file for insurance purposes. The 

Activity Report is very important, but we don’t always receive 
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these when groups go out to pick up litter. You should mail 

the report within seven calendar days after each of your 

scheduled pick ups. This information is critical for reporting 

and tracking purposes. The form has been updated to 

include your group name, agreement number, the name of 

the coordinator you return it to, and the number of bags of 

litter you picked up. It is extremely important to report the 

number of bags since we are now tracking how much litter 

is picked by the Adopt-a-Highway volunteers. 

The Traffic Control Plans for litter crews have also been 

updated. The plans show the number of signs and cones 

that are required. Take the time to become familiar with 

the requirements for the type of road you will be working 

on. Just a reminder – when you signed up for the Adopt-a-

Highway program you made a commitment to pick up litter 

a certain number of times each year. Please remember to 

fulfill your commitment.

Phone Numbers and E-mail Addresses of Adopt-A-Highway Coordinators
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Seattle Hogs

Golden State Foods Foundation, Interchange ramps on 410 

and 167, near Sumner. They have been in the program since 

June 2006.

Kate James, Kim Paulsen, Donna Tietjens, Cindy Sankey, 

Jeff Steiner, John Gelmini. Kneeling: Chad Hopkins and 

Brandon Wilson.

To give you some idea as to how much litter is being collected; 

in 2006 the Department of Ecology funded litter programs 

which picked up 6,540,444 pounds of litter and illegally dumped 

material, and worked 307,447 hours. The costs for WSDOT 

disposing litter was $2,094,203. We don’t have figures for the 

amount of litter collected by the volunteer groups at this time, but 

with your help filling out the Activity Report, recording the number 

of bags collected, hours worked, and sending the form to your 

WSDOT Coordinator, we plan to have those figures for next year.

We can’t thank you enough for volunteering your time, which makes 

a difference on how our roadsides look throughout the state.

Seattle Hogs, Tukwila (405 Interchange), They have been in 

the program since September 1997.

Michelle Burton, Errol Bouchard, Tom Evenson, Michael 

Moore, Mikio Noguchi, Nance Moore, Wayne Yancey, 

Frances Yancey, Greg Streib, Jack Raymond and Amber, 

and Bob Haefs. Not pictured: Lester Thompson, Iria 

Thompson, Soni Dolge, Marsha Moskwa, Jerry Newman, 

Douglas Jackson, Matt Stiles, Walter Anderson, John 

Whitford, R.C. Quint.
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Litter Reporting Exempt 
from New Cell Phone Law
Many people have heard that Washington has a new law against 

people talking on cell phones while driving. The Legislature 

passed Engrossed Substitute Senate Bill 5037 in the 2007 

session, but the law doesn’t take effect until July 2008. 

First, we encourage people to be safe drivers. The law 

has an exemption that allows people to use cell phones to 

report illegal activities. Littering and driving with unsecured 

loads are illegal activities, so calls to the hotline are allowed. 

The law specifically states, “a person operating a moving motor 

vehicle while holding a wireless communications device to 

his or her ear is guilty of a traffic infraction.” The infraction is a 

“secondary” stop, meaning that a law enforcement officer cannot 

pull you over just for talking on the phone. If you are stopped for 

something else and are caught talking on a hand-held cell phone 

while driving, it will result in a $101 traffic infraction fine. The law 

allows people to use hands-free wireless devices. 

2010 Olympics
The 2010 Winter Olympics will be held in Vancouver BC, 

February 12 – 28, 2010. This will impact the amount of traffic on 

our interstate highways as well as secondary roads. It has not 

been determined the amount of traffic expected to go through 

Washington to get to Canada during this time. We do know 

that it will impact the amount of litter, which will make it more 

important to have our volunteers picking up litter. We’re counting 

on you to help make a difference in 2008, as well as in 2010.

A Message From Paula Hammond, 
Secretary of Transportation

2 7

How to Secure 
Your Load Video
The Department of Ecology 

(Ecology) has completed its sequel 

video, Tips for Secured Loads. 

The previous video, Securing Your 

Load, featured Maria Federici who 

suffered a nearly fatal accident in 

2004 from an unsecured load in 

Renton. In November 2007, a jury 

awarded Federici $15.5 million in a 

civil court case. 

Ecology’s second video shows 

pickup truck owners and drivers 

how they can properly load and 

secure a variety of items. These 

items range from yard waste 

to construction materials. The 

video also shows how to use 

appropriate tie-downs. This is 

very useful information for private 

individuals and small business 

owners or their employees, such 

as landscapers. 

Viewers can watch the DVD in a 

linear version, or skip to specific 

chapters. Spanish subtitles are 

also included. For more information, or to view the video on-

line, visit www.litter.wa.gov. To obtain a copy of the video, e-mail 

litter1@ecy.wa.gov. Celebrate Earth Day 
Schedule a Litter Pick-up
Earth Day is a celebration to raise awareness of our 

environment and to promote conservation of our 

natural resources. Earth day is…

Tuesday, April 22, 2008
In honor of this day, all of the Adopt-a-Highway crews 

are encouraged to schedule a litter pick-up during the 

week or over the weekend. Visit www.earthday.net for 

more information about Earth Day events and activities.

DECA Litter Video Competition
In fall 2007, the Department of Ecology (Ecology) 

became a sponsor in the very first Litter and It Will 

Hurt Video Competition. The other two sponsors are 

Comcast Spotlight and the Washington Chapter of 

Distributive Education Clubs of America (DECA). DECA 

is a club for high school students interested in business 

and marketing. 

Across the state, DECA has more than 10,000 members. 

Ecology challenged them to create litter prevention 

commercials. Individually or in teams, many high school 

students filmed their commercials with cell phones or 

video cameras. When finished, the students uploaded 

the videos to a Web site at www.litteranditwillhurt.com. 

This was  hosted by Comcast Spotlight. Students had 

approximately two months to complete a commercial 

that creatively reflected the “Litter and It Will Hurt” 

campaign themes. The commercials could be 15 to 30 

seconds long.

“We wanted to tap into the creativity of Washington’s 

high school students to communicate the dangers of 

littering—both to our environment and the traveling 

public,” said Megan Warfield, Ecology Litter Programs 

Coordinator. “Who better to deliver a litter prevention 

message to teens than their peers? By asking students 

to come up with innovative litter prevention commercials, 

we are educating students about littering while helping 

them apply their creative abilities in a medium that 

is familiar to them.” A panel of judges, including 

representatives from Comcast Spotlight, Ecology, 

DECA, and an advertising firm, reviewed and evaluated 

all submissions. The winners were announced in 

March 2008. The video that won the grand prize will be 

professionally produced and shown on Comcast cable 

channels later this year. 

To see some of the entries in the “Litter and It Will Hurt” 

Video Competition visit www.litteranditwillhurt.com. 

Revised Traffic Control Plans 
for Your Safety 
The requirements for cones and signs have been updated for 

your safety. The new plans are enclosed in the packet you 

received with your newsletter. You need to become familiar with 

the requirements for the highways where you will be picking 

litter. In addition to using cones and signs, you must wear an 

approved orange safety vest. If you have any questions, contact 

your local WSDOT Coordinator or the State Program Manager.

Thank you for your work helping keep Wash-

ington’s highways beautiful. Your work not 

only is a benefit to our environment, but also 

our reputation as a great place to visit and 

live. Your work makes it possible for WSDOT 

maintenance crews to focus on the most 

critical needs of the transportation system. 

In times when maintenance dollars are 

in short supply, it can be difficult for our 

crews to focus on litter control. The people who throw their trash out the 

window take money away from pothole repair, replacement of highway 

striping, sweeping, mowing and many other tasks. 

From December 2007 to February of this year, we spent $6.5 million 

more than we had planned on snow and ice control fighting through 

blizzards across state. Fuel costs, paint for highway striping and many 

other costs keep going up. 

In 2006, WSDOT picked up more than 28,900 cubic yards of trash. That’s 

the equivalent of 2,890 dump trucks filled with trash. When combined with 

funds spent by our partner agencies, such as the Department of Ecology 

(DOE), state agencies spend close to $10 million per year cleaning up litter. 

Just think about what else could be fixed with that $10 million.

In these times of budget constraints on WSDOT and many other agen-

cies that provide vital services to Washington’s citizens, the $10 million 

spent on litter control could be used to increase safety, reduce conges-

tion and preserve the highways. 

We would like to do much more. We would like to have more highway 

crews, more local agency partners clearing the roadsides of litter. Today, 

we focus our limited resources on getting dangerous litter off the roads 

and educating drivers.

Adopt-a-Highway volunteers help keep our highways clean, save the 

state millions per year and allow WSDOT personnel to have more time 

for highway maintenance duties. 

WSDOT, and all of Washington, salutes Adopt-a-Highway volunteers. 

Thank you for your service, and please be safe out there.
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Have Your Groups Featured 
on the Adopt-a-Highway Web
Come on, you can do it! Join the groups that are featured 

on the Web site. We enjoy receiving pictures of volunteer 

groups. If you are interested in having your group picture 

on the Web site, take a digital picture with all your group 

members and send a jpg file via e-mail to your local 

coordinator (listed on last page). Include the names of the 

volunteers, the highway and mileposts you are responsible 

for, and how long you have been in the program. If you have 

a story to share or have found something interesting, we 

want to hear about it. A contact phone number or e-mail 

address is helpful in case additional information is needed. 

The Adopt-a-Highway Web site is located at: www.wsdot.

wa.gov/operations/adoptahwy.

Litter along the highway 

is something we have all 

seen, but it’s something 

Terry Kukes, WSDOT 

South Central Region 

(Cle Elum) Maintenance 

Superintendent, is trying 

to eliminate one mile at 

a time.

“I’m always looking for ways 

to improve on the litter control in our area,” said Kukes. 

One way Kukes is improving the litter problem, is by 

getting involved with the Adopt-a-Highway (AHA) program. 

For the past 12 years, Kukes has been introducing 

prospective groups to the program. Kukes is in charge 

of scheduling clean up days for volunteer groups, and 

making sure they have the proper equipment and supplies 

to do their job. 

“In my opinion we live in one of the most beautiful parts of 

our state and it’s a main corridor for east and west travel,” 

Kukes said. 

More than 30,000 vehicles travel along this corridor via 

I-90 everyday, and with this amount of traffic, litter can 

really start to accumulate. 

“I want to do as much as we can to keep our future 

surroundings as pristine as they are today,” Kukes said.

When time allows, his maintenance crews make sure the 

larger, more visible items are removed and also clean 

areas where we have no AAH groups. 

Kukes is proud of the work AAH does and is happy to 

be a part of the program that helps keep the highways 

clean and pristine for drivers traveling through the South 

Central Region.

Meet the South Central, 
Area 1, WSDOT Coordinator 

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Information

Materials can be provided in alternative formats: large print, Braille, cassette 
tape, or on computer disk for people with disabilities by calling the Office of 
Equal Opportunity (OEO) at (360) 705-7097. Persons who are deaf or hard of 
hearing may contact OEO through the Washington Relay Service at 7-1-1.

Title VI Statement to Public

WSDOT ensures full compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 by 
prohibiting discrimination against any person on the basis of race, color, national 
origin or sex in the provision of benefits and services resulting from its federally 
assisted programs and activities. For questions regarding WSDOT’s Title VI Program, 
you may contact the Department’s Title VI Coordinator at (360) 705-7098.

SR 20, South of Port Townsend (MP 

7.87 –9.81), in program since April 

2001

For years, litter has been my No. 1 pet 

peeve. I always admired Lady Bird 

Johnson and her effort to clean up 

America’s highways. The first thing I 

wanted to do after my husband and I retired and renovated our little 

old house in Port Townsend was to volunteer for the Adopt-a-High-

way program, which I did around 2001. I love this job! After years of 

living in Fairbanks, AK and having only one community clean-up day 

a year after the snow left, here I can pick up any time I want to. I can 

be outdoors, there are no bugs, and I meet interesting people along 

my route. One fellow even brought me a bottle of orange juice which 

Litter and it will Hurt
If you witness an item that has fallen off a vehicle and 

endangers public safety, call 911 IMMEDIATELY. In 2002, 

Department of Ecology started the hot line program to report 

littering. If you see someone litter, you are asked to report 

it to 866-Litter-1 (866-548-8371) or www.litter.wa.gov. Write 

down the information and either call immediately or call/e-mail 

it when you return to your home or office. It is important to 

supply as much information as possible. You will be asked: 

1. License plate: number and state, 

2. Vehicle description: color, make, model, 

3. Item littered, 

4. Item thrown by: driver, passenger, unsecured load, 

5. Location: highway, direction of travel (milepost if possible), 

The Schoenleber Family
I drank on the spot. I have picked up everything from A to Z – 

nothing surprises me anymore. I almost picked up a snake once 

which I thought was a bungee cord until it started to move! I do 

this job because I love Port Townsend and I want the entrance to 

look nice for residents and visitors. My route is on the way to the 

dump so as soon as I finish picking up, the trash starts reappear-

ing again. That is the most frustrating thing to me. So far, I have 

spent around 335 hours, picking up approximately 575 bags of 

trash, plus other items. I wish there was a way people could be 

educated so there would not be a need for Adopt-a-Highway. I 

firmly believe there is no good reason for litter – it is 99.9% care-

lessness. However, since some of our citizens haven’t figured this 

out yet, I will be on my route until I get too old to do it anymore!

Sonja and Clint Schoenleber

Branch Health Clinic, Bangor
SR 104, Port Gamble (MP 15.54 – 17), in program since 

September 2001

HN Arnold, HN Marchiolatti, HN Deguzman, HN Abuhussein, 

HM2 Poteate, YN2 Navarette and HM2 Abuan.

6. Nearest town or city, 

7. Time of the incident, 

8. Date of the incident.

Since the program started the number of calls have been 

approximately:  

2002 – 6,000; 2003 – 13,000; 2004 – 17,000;  

2005 – 15,000; 2006 – 14,000; and 2007 – 20,000

The registered owner of the vehicle will receive a letter 

notifying them of the fines ($216 – $5,000 plus jail time) 

they would have received had a law enforcement officer 

seen them littering. They will also receive a car litter bag 

or a Secure Your Load brochure, educating them on the 

importance of securing their load.
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Ladies & Men’s Golf Clubs of Lakeland Village, SR 3, 

between Allyn and Belfair (MP 23.2 – 24.91). They have been 

in the program since November 2004.

Gordon Carpenter, Barbara McLaughlin, Del Morton, Sue 

and Barry Patton.

Mount Vernon Moose Lodge #1640
Mount Vernon Moose Lodge #1640. Started in the AAH 

program February 2005. They first had a section on SR 538/

College Way. Due to prolonged construction on SR 538 

they were moved to SR 538 – Memorial Hwy. in West Mount 

Vernon (MP 2.0 – 4.10).

Jim and Lisa Strickland, David and Shelia Tuff, Lori Kyle, 

Tom Young, Tim Saxton, Erin Littlefield, Theresa Knudson, 

Bill Hurley, Teresa and Stacy Mattson 

Ladies & Men’s Golf Clubs of Lakeland Village

Adopt-a-Highway Groups
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Friends of Rob Bible
The group organized after their friend, Rob Bible, passed 

away July 2006. His friends say that Rob was adamant 

about “leaving no trace.” 

SR 395, between Colville and Chewelah (MP 222 – 224). 

They have been in the program since March 2007

Jeff Wright, Brett Beardall, Floyd Christman, Bruce Bailey, 

Eva Jenkins, Perry Byrd, Perry Dorman, Troy Kinghorn and 

Deena Lowry.

Solutions NW
Solutions Northwest, SR 101, Steamboat Island, west of 

Olympia (MP 360.5 – 362.1). They have been volunteers 

since February 2003 in the Steamboat Island area. 

Solutions Northwest also has poems available.

John DeLapp, Vicki Newmaker, Laurie Johnson, Bruce 

Lawence and Chris Smilanich. Not pictured are Janet 

DeLapp, Scott Newmaker and Bud Smilanich.

The Paul Trainer Family

SR 261, Washtucna (MP 25 – 27). They have been in the 

program since June 1995.

Paul and Kay Trainer

Fuller Landscaping

SR 300, Belfair (MP 1.50 – 3.18). They have been in the 

program since July 2004.

My name is Christina Fuller of Fuller Landscaping. We 

groom a section of road in Belfair near the Hood Canal. 

Since this is a volunteer program, I try to make it fun for 

the crew and all others who help us keep the roadway 

clean. So for the past three years we all dress up for 

Halloween and the people driving by are all honking and 

waving! Well, this year I stepped it up a little bit and put 

up a $100 prize for the best costume. I wanted to get the 

community involved with the voting of the best costume so 

I pinned numbers on everyone and we stopped at several 

businesses to get their votes.

I took several pictures of the crew before, during and after. 

The ostrich costume is my mother, Kathleen Accetturo. The 

“70’s Guy” is my husband, Jim Fuller. There is also a fellow 

that carried a white bag with a fake bloody arm hanging out 

of it, his name is Dustin. We also had Keith Garlinghouse 

dressed up as a bag of trash and Christopher was the 

sleek man in black. The community had a ball and we 

generated more than a few laughs and smiles out of it. We 

got everyone back to count the votes. I pulled out the votes 

one by one and with every name that was called there were 

side bets going on as to who was going to win. Every single 

costume got at least one vote. It was a tie for a while. The 

winner ended up being my “70’s Guy”! We now have people 

asking if they can clean the road with us on Halloween!

Jim Fuller “70’s Guy”, Kathleen Accetturo “Ostrich”, Mike 

Kimbel “Minnesota Viking”, Mike’s brother “Boa Guy”, Keith 

Garlinghouse “Bag O’ Garbage”, Tim Dixon “Confused”, 

Kris Doolittle “The Man in Black”, Dustin Roberts “Axe 

Murderer”, Doug Kintz “The Pregnant Bride”, Christina 

Fuller “Cave Woman”.
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